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Introduction: Embracing the Call to Lead 

“Then He *said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Therefore, plead with the 
Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.” (Matthew 9:37–38) 

Leadership is more than just filling a role—it is a divine invitation to co-labor with Christ in building His 
Kingdom. Each of us has been entrusted with influence—whether in our families, workplaces, ministries, or 
communities. The question is: How will we steward this influence for His glory? 

 

Leadership as a Sacred Calling 

Leadership is a sacred calling, not just a position. It is a privilege to impact lives, ignite transformation, and 
create lasting change that reflects God’s love and Kingdom values. As believers, we recognize that leadership 
is not merely about managing tasks or achieving goals—it is about faithfully stewarding the influence God 
has given us to advance His Kingdom. 

 

What This Book Will Provide 

This book is designed to: 

●​ Equip you with biblical foundations for leadership. 
●​ Provide practical tools to navigate challenges. 
●​ Inspire you to lead with clarity, confidence, and compassion. 

Through this guide, you will uncover principles of leadership rooted in Scripture, explore how to lead 
yourself and others effectively, and learn how to craft a compelling vision and strategy that reflects God’s 
Kingdom purposes. 

Each chapter provides: 

●​ Scriptural Insights – A foundation of biblical truth to guide your leadership. 
●​ Practical Applications – Action steps to help you apply what you learn. 
●​ Reflection Questions – Space to process and personalize the material. 
●​ Encouragement – Inspiration to embrace your calling with confidence and humility. 

As you journey through these pages, take time to reflect, pray, and apply these principles. Leadership is a 
journey of growth—and it all begins with saying YES to the call. 
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Preparing for the Journey 

As you step into this journey, consider where God is calling you to lead right now. Take time to reflect on 
your leadership influences, strengths, and challenges. The principles in this book will help you build a strong 
foundation, equipping you for impact and transformation. 

 

Prayer to Begin 

Lord, thank You for the opportunity to lead and serve others. Open my heart and mind as I walk through this 
book. Help me to embrace the principles You have for me and equip me to grow as a Kingdom leader. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 
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Chapter 1: Unleashing Your Leadership Potential 

"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, And before you were born I consecrated you; I have appointed 
you as a prophet to the nations." (Jeremiah 1:5) 

Leadership begins with the understanding that God has set you apart for a purpose. True leadership is not 
about titles or authority but about the willingness to serve and follow God’s guidance, even when the path 
ahead is uncertain. The foundation of Kingdom leadership lies in a deep sense of calling and a commitment 
to serve others as Christ did. 

 

God’s Call to Leadership 

Throughout Scripture, we see God calling ordinary people to accomplish extraordinary tasks. This pattern 
reminds us that leadership is not about qualifications but about willingness and obedience to God’s call. 
Consider: 

●​ Moses, an exiled shepherd who doubted his ability to speak effectively yet became God’s instrument 
for liberating the Israelites. 

●​ Esther, a young woman of courage, who risked her life to save her people. 
●​ David, a simple shepherd boy, anointed as king because of his heart for God rather than his stature 

or experience. 

Leadership often begins in unlikely places, and God’s call frequently requires us to step out of our comfort 
zones. Like Moses, Esther, and David, God often calls unlikely leaders. My own journey is an example of this. 
I was raised in a hippie household in San Francisco in the 1960s. I gave my life to Jesus while hitchhiking 
around the United States at the age of 18. I joined a church-planting ministry that did on-the-job training, 
and I returned to San Francisco in 1977 as a minister in training. Immediately, I was thrust into new and 
challenging levels of leadership. 

I launched a business and helped establish "ministry houses" that cared for the homeless young people 
arriving to experience the Summer of Love. After a couple of years, our lead pastor approached me with a 
challenge: “Whatever is in your heart to do for Jesus, go for it!” It was in my heart to see the Body of 
Christ come together in unity. So as a 22-year-old leader, I reached out to every pastor in the city with an 
invitation to join me for a multi-church worship event in Golden Gate Park. Imagine a long-haired, 
scruffy-chinned 22-year-old approaching leaders twice my age with a vision! I felt inadequate and insecure, 
but I was confident that God was guiding me. About a dozen pastors joined in. 

 

5 



The final pastor I spoke to agreed to join us on the condition that I would accompany him for an evangelistic 
outreach a few weeks later. I reluctantly consented, and this led to the formation of a ministry called SOS 
San Francisco, led by a coalition of pastors and evangelists, mobilizing thousands of people to preach the 
gospel in the ensuing years. Although I was never the principal leader of this ministry, my small step of 
obedience served as a catalyst for something great that God accomplished. 

These stories illustrate that God equips those He calls. Moses was given signs and words, Esther found 
favor with the king, and David’s time tending and defending sheep prepared him for battles ahead. 
Likewise, my journey—from a young leader with little experience to a minister whose obedience led to a 
citywide movement—demonstrates that God’s call is not dependent on our ability but on our willingness to 
step forward. As you reflect on your leadership journey, remember that your calling is not about being fully 
prepared—it is about being available to God, trusting that He will equip you for the task ahead. 

 

The Heart of a Leader 

At the core of Kingdom leadership is a heart aligned with God’s purposes. Jesus modeled servant leadership, 
washing His disciples' feet and laying down His life for others. This act wasn’t just about humility but about 
demonstrating the selfless love that should characterize all leaders. To lead well, a Kingdom leader must: 

●​ Serve Others: Leadership is about lifting others up, helping them grow, and sacrificing personal 
gain for collective success. 

○​ Running house ministries in the inner city of San Francisco was not easy. Every day, we 
worked jobs and gave 100% of our income to support the ministry. Each evening, we 
opened our home to those referred to us. We fed them, led Bible studies, gave them a place 
to sleep, and sent them off in the morning before going to work ourselves. We modeled this 
lifestyle after the early Christians in the Book of Acts. Through this time of consistent 
service, God transformed me from a self-centered young man into a leader willing to lay 
down his life for others. 

●​ Seek God’s Will: Regular prayer and immersion in Scripture help leaders stay grounded in God’s 
vision rather than their own ambitions. During those years, I fasted and prayed about my calling, 
and God began to reveal my God-given destiny through prayer, Scripture study, and the counsel of 
wise leaders. 

●​ Lead by Example: Actions speak louder than words, and leaders set the tone for those they 
influence. As I reflect on my leadership journey over the last 48 years, I remember the words of the 
Apostle Paul: “I have not attained, nor am I already perfect, but I press on, that I may lay hold 
of that for which Christ Jesus also laid hold of me.” (Philippians 3:12) 
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Take time to assess whether your leadership reflects Christ’s model. What motivates you to lead? Are you 
building others up, or are you focused on personal achievements? This self-assessment is crucial for 
maintaining a Kingdom perspective. 

 

Reflection Questions 

1.​ How do you view your current role or position as a leader? Are you stewarding your influence well?​

 
2.​ What areas of your life is God calling you to step into greater leadership?​

 
3.​ How can you align your leadership with God’s purposes?​

 

 

Practical Examples 

Leadership takes many forms, and each area of influence provides unique opportunities to reflect Kingdom 
values: 

●​ Family Leadership: Leading your family in prayer, fostering open communication, and modeling 
forgiveness creates a Christ-centered home. 

○​ When Diane and I married, I never imagined our family would grow to include seven 
amazing sons and daughters. With such a large family, growing in leadership was 
mandatory. In the beginning, God created family as the original governing force on the 
earth. Every other form of government and leadership followed family, and family remains 
the most influential shaping force in a person’s life. 

●​ Workplace Influence: Demonstrating integrity, kindness, and excellence in your professional role 
inspires others and reflects God’s character. 

○​ Most of us spend a significant percentage of our lives at our jobs. Regardless of your role, 
you are called to influence and lead in the workplace. 
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●​ Community Impact: Using your time and resources to serve and uplift those in need shows God’s 
love in action. 

○​ As followers of Jesus, we have a unique responsibility to represent Him in every relationship 
and endeavor. This is the foundation of leadership. 

Each of these areas offers opportunities to lead with intentionality and purpose. How might you better 
reflect God’s Kingdom in your current spheres of influence? 

 

Key Takeaways 

1.​ Leadership is about influence, not authority. 
2.​ God equips those He calls with the gifts and tools needed to lead effectively. 
3.​ A leader’s ultimate purpose is to serve and glorify God through their actions. 

 

Practical Action Plan 

●​ Action Step 1: Spend time in prayer, asking God to reveal or affirm your leadership calling.​

 
●​ Action Step 2: Identify three areas in your life where you can step into leadership, even in a small 

way.​

 
●​ Action Step 3: Write down three ways you can serve others through your leadership this week.​

 

Prayer to Close the Chapter 

Lord, thank You for calling me to lead. Help me to trust in Your guidance and step into the areas You’ve 
prepared for me. Equip me to serve others and bring glory to Your name through my leadership. Amen. 
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Chapter 2: Identity: The Foundation of Leadership 

"But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, so that you 
may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light." (1 Peter 
2:9) 

Understanding your identity in Christ is foundational to Kingdom leadership. As leaders, our confidence, 
clarity, and calling stem from knowing who we are in Him and who He is in us. When we ground ourselves 
in Christ, we operate not from a place of striving but from a place of security. 

 

Rooted in Identity 

The journey of leadership begins with understanding that our identity is not determined by our 
performance, achievements, or roles, but by our relationship with Christ. Many leaders wrestle with 
imposter syndrome or feelings of inadequacy, but Scripture reminds us that we are fearfully and wonderfully 
made (Psalm 139:14). Our identity is rooted in God’s unchanging truths: 

●​ You are chosen: God has handpicked you for His purposes (Ephesians 1:4). 
●​ You are loved: His love is unconditional and steadfast (Romans 8:38-39). 
●​ You are equipped: He has given you gifts and abilities to fulfill your calling (2 Peter 1:3). 

When leaders embrace these truths, they can lead with authenticity and courage. 

One of the most prevalent crimes in current culture is called “identity theft.” This is also a crime in the 
spiritual realm. The enemy is constantly at work to undermine your confidence and courage as a leader. 
Many times as a young business leader and as a growing pastor, I experienced this identity theft as a result of 
criticism, mistakes, or disappointing circumstances. In times like these, we must strengthen ourselves in the 
Lord and in the truth of Scripture. 

 

Practical Exercise: Reflect on Identity 

Take 5 minutes to list three specific ways God has shown His love and provision in your life. Consider how 
these moments remind you of your worth in Him. 

1.​  
2.​  
3.​  
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Breaking Free from Orphan Thinking 

Orphan thinking is a mindset of scarcity, fear, and self-reliance. It’s the belief that we must earn God’s 
approval or prove our worth through our actions. This mindset often leads to burnout and insecurity. In 
contrast, Kingdom leaders operate with the mindset of an adopted child: 

●​ Belonging: Knowing you are part of God’s family gives you security (Romans 8:15). 
●​ Provision: Trusting that God will supply all your needs allows you to lead boldly (Philippians 4:19). 
●​ Purpose: Understanding your role in His Kingdom plan gives you direction. 

To transition from orphan thinking to Kingdom thinking, reflect on these truths: 

●​ You are fully accepted by God. 
●​ You have nothing to prove and nothing to lose. 
●​ Your worth is not tied to what you do but to who you are in Christ. 

Visual Aid: Orphan Thinking vs. Kingdom Thinking 

Orphan Thinking Kingdom Thinking 

Striving for approval Resting in God’s love 

Fear of scarcity Confidence in provision 

Self-reliance Trust in God’s guidance 
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Prayer Exercise: Replacing Lies with Truths 

Take a moment to pray and ask God to reveal areas where you have believed lies about your identity. Write 
down the truths from Scripture that counter those lies. 

Lie: ________________________________________________________​
 Truth: _______________________________________________________ 

Lie: ________________________________________________________​
 Truth: _______________________________________________________ 

The problem of an orphaned identity began with the fall of Adam and Eve. But it has been reproduced in 
almost every family on earth. Even in the best of families, individuals can be influenced by lies that produce 
an orphan attitude in the heart. Here are a few symptoms of the orphan spirit that you may want to reflect 
on and evaluate. 

1.​ I have difficulty feeling fully loved, accepted, and approved of by God. (Rate: 1-10 & Explain)

 
2.​ I struggle with self-confidence and security when I am not accepted or approved of by others. (Rate: 

1-10 & Explain)

 
3.​ I feel driven to prove myself to gain approval from God and others. (Rate: 1-10 & Explain)

 
4.​ My personal need for success, achievement, and ambition sometimes causes me to operate in a way 

that compromises my faith. (Rate: 1-10 & Explain)

 

 

11 



 

Reflection Questions 

1.​ In what ways do you find yourself striving for approval rather than resting in God’s acceptance?​

 
2.​ How can understanding your identity in Christ help you lead with greater confidence?​

 
3.​ What steps can you take to replace orphan thinking with Kingdom thinking?​

 

 

Practical Examples 

1.​ Family: Model grace and forgiveness in your household, reflecting God’s unconditional love. 
○​ Example: Apologize to a family member when you’ve made a mistake, demonstrating 

humility. 
2.​ Workplace: Operate with integrity and confidence, knowing your value isn’t tied to your job title. 

○​ Example: Share your faith subtly through kindness and excellence in your work. 
3.​ Community: Serve others with joy, trusting that God will multiply your efforts. 

○​ Example: Volunteer at a local shelter or mentor someone in need, reflecting Christ’s love. 

 

Key Takeaways 

●​ Your identity in Christ is the foundation of your leadership. 
●​ Embracing Kingdom thinking allows you to lead with freedom and confidence. 
●​ God’s truths about your identity equip you to overcome fear and insecurity. 
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Practical Action Plan 

●​ Action Step 1: Spend time in prayer, asking God to reveal areas where you’ve been operating out 
of insecurity or striving.

 
●​ Action Step 2: Write down three truths about your identity in Christ and meditate on them daily.​

 
●​ Action Step 3: Identify three practical ways to lead from a place of security this week.​

 

 

Prayer to Close the Chapter 

Lord, thank You for creating me with purpose and calling me Your own. Help me to embrace my identity in 
Christ and lead with confidence and humility. Replace any orphan thinking in my heart with the truth of 
who I am in You. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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Chapter 3: Mastering Self-Leadership 

"The one who is faithful in a very little thing is also faithful in much; and the one who is unrighteous in a very 
little thing is also unrighteous in much." (Luke 16:10) 

Before a leader can effectively guide others, they must first lead themselves. Self-leadership involves 
understanding your strengths and weaknesses, cultivating discipline, and pursuing personal growth. It 
requires a commitment to aligning your character and actions with God’s purposes. 

 

The Importance of Self-Leadership 

Self-leadership is the foundation of all other leadership. As leaders, we set the tone for those we influence. 
How we manage ourselves impacts how others perceive us and follow our example. Biblical leadership 
prioritizes: 

●​ Integrity: Walking in alignment with God’s truth, both publicly and privately. 
●​ Discipline: Developing habits that foster spiritual, emotional, and physical well-being. 
●​ Humility: Recognizing our dependence on God and the need for His guidance. 

 

Self-Awareness and Growth 

Effective self-leadership starts with self-awareness. This means understanding your personality, strengths, 
weaknesses, and triggers. It also means being open to feedback and willing to grow. Scripture encourages us 
to examine our hearts and allow God to refine us (Psalm 139:23-24). 

Strengths Growth Areas 

Example: Communication Example: Delegation 

Example: Compassion Example: Time Management 

Example: Strategic Thinking Example: Conflict Resolution 
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Practical Exercise: Self-Reflection 

Take 10 minutes to answer these questions honestly: 

1.​ What are my greatest strengths as a leader?​

 
2.​ What areas do I need to grow in to better reflect Christ’s character?​

 
3.​ How do I respond to feedback or correction?​

 

Throughout my years of ministry, there were times and seasons when I was challenged to assess myself in 
light of the call of God. Some of these challenges came from circumstances, some from friends and 
coworkers, and some directly from the Holy Spirit. In every case, my ability to respond required humility. If 
I found myself making excuses or rejecting constructive input, I would lose the benefit of the lesson that 
God was trying to teach me. 

For example, at the beginning of this year, I engaged in a season of fasting and prayer, and God began to 
confront me about an area of my heart that was out of sync with His heart. Years ago, I had experienced a 
serious trial that had hurt me personally and professionally. Instead of processing this pain in the presence of 
God, I became frustrated and found myself adopting a "victim attitude" and a prideful response. Thankfully, 
through the conviction of the Holy Spirit, prayer, and Scripture study, I was able to acknowledge my error, 
turn away from pride, and reconcile myself to God in this situation. 

Self-leadership requires an ongoing commitment to humility and a dedication to receiving correction and 
making the necessary changes to become the leader that God has called you to be. 
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Spiritual Disciplines for Leaders 

Leading yourself requires cultivating spiritual disciplines that keep you connected to God. These include: 

1.​ Prayer: Daily communication with God strengthens your dependence on Him. 
2.​ Bible Study: Consistent engagement with Scripture provides wisdom and guidance. 
3.​ Sabbath Rest: Taking time to rest and recharge demonstrates trust in God’s provision. 

 

Action Plan: Strengthen Your Disciplines 

Every single follower of Jesus is called to “full-time ministry“ but very few of us will ever make our living as a 
minister. Majority of us will be running our income in some other field. This requires even a greater degree 
of self leadership to maintain the level of spiritual Growth and spiritual impact that God desires. The “life 
balance“ of Church, Work, family, etc. requires even a greater degree of personal intentionality. Take a few 
minutes to strategize personal growth in the following areas. Write down one way you can grow in each area 
this week: 

●​ Prayer: _______________________________________________________ 
●​ Bible Study: ___________________________________________________ 
●​ Sabbath Rest: ___________________________________________________ 

Visual Aid: Daily Disciplines 

Day Prayer Focus Bible Study Topic Rest Activity 

Monday Gratitude Psalms Family Time 

Wednesday Intercession for Others Proverbs Quiet Reflection 

Friday Personal Growth New Testament Reading Outdoor Walk 
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Reflection Questions 

1.​ How do your daily habits reflect your commitment to self-leadership?​

 
2.​ What steps can you take to align your actions with God’s purposes?​

 
3.​ How can self-awareness improve your relationships and leadership?​

 

 

Practical Examples 

1.​ Time Management: Prioritize time with God and manage your schedule to reflect your values. 
○​ Example: Set aside the first 15 minutes of your day for prayer and reflection. 

2.​ Conflict Resolution: Address issues with humility and a willingness to listen. 
○​ Example: Approach a disagreement with the intent to understand rather than defend. 

3.​ Personal Development: Pursue learning opportunities that enhance your leadership. 
○​ Example: Enroll in a course or read a book on leadership rooted in biblical principles. 

 

Key Takeaways 

1.​ Leading yourself well is essential to leading others effectively. Start by cultivating integrity, discipline, 
and humility. 

2.​ Spiritual disciplines like prayer, Bible study, and rest are foundational to sustaining your leadership 
journey. 

3.​ Self-awareness and intentional growth improve relationships and create alignment with God’s 
purposes. 

4.​ Feedback is a gift—use it to identify growth opportunities and refine your leadership approach. 
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Practical Action Plan 

●​ Action Step 1: Set aside time this week to reflect on your current habits and how they align with 
your leadership goals.​

 
●​ Action Step 2: Identify one area of self-leadership to improve and create a specific plan to address 

it.​

 
●​ Action Step 3: Share your growth goals with a trusted mentor or accountability partner.​

 

 

Prayer to Close the Chapter 

Lord, thank You for the opportunity to lead others by first leading myself. Help me to walk in integrity, 
humility, and discipline. Reveal areas where I need to grow, and equip me to align my life with Your purposes. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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Chapter 4: Spirit-Led Leadership 

"Commit your works to the Lord, And your plans will be established." (Proverbs 16:3) 

Kingdom leadership is distinct because it operates on the principles of God’s Word and reflects His values. It 
is a calling to influence others for Christ, inspire transformation, and steward resources for His glory. To lead 
effectively, we must build our leadership on the solid foundation of God’s truth and guidance. 

 

The Core Pillars of Kingdom Leadership 

1.​ The Love of the Father – Understanding and receiving God’s love equips leaders to lead from a 
place of security and compassion (1 John 4:19). 

2.​ The Lordship of Christ – Surrendering to Christ as Lord means aligning leadership decisions with 
His purposes (Luke 9:23). 

3.​ The Guidance of the Holy Spirit – Relying on the Holy Spirit ensures wisdom and discernment in 
leadership (John 16:13). 

These pillars are the anchor points for Kingdom leadership, reminding us that our strength and direction 
come from God. 

 

Building on the Rock 

Jesus taught that a wise builder constructs their house on rock rather than sand (Matthew 7:24-27). 
Similarly, Kingdom leaders build their influence on unshakable principles. This requires: 

●​ Time in the Word – Allowing Scripture to shape your values and actions. 
●​ Prayerful Decision-Making – Seeking God’s direction before acting. 
●​ Accountability – Surrounding yourself with mentors and peers who will encourage and challenge 

you. 

Example from Experience: 

Just like a pilot flying through a storm, sometimes we have to trust our instruments rather than what we can 
see. Our instruments are the timeless truths gleaned from Scripture and a life of practicing God's Word. 
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During my years as a pastor in San Francisco, we experienced many challenging moments. In the early 1990s, 
our church grew faster than we could handle, and our need for a new building was overwhelming. We were 
bursting at the seams with three Sunday morning services in a 400-seat auditorium. Our building search led 
to many dead ends, but we eventually found a large warehouse with adequate parking. However, the cost was 
astronomical, and the work required to move in was massive. This challenge led to passionate and persistent 
prayer. Eventually, we felt confident in moving forward to believe God for the million-dollar upgrade on the 
building along with the $17,000 monthly rent. In response, God provided, and we were able to enjoy that 
facility for almost a full decade. 

 

Reflection Questions 

Take a moment to reflect on how these pillars are present in your leadership. Use the prompts below to guide 
your thoughts: 

1.​ How does your leadership reflect the love of the Father?​

 
2.​ In what areas do you need to surrender more fully to Christ’s Lordship?​

 
3.​ How have you experienced the guidance of the Holy Spirit in your leadership?​

 

 

Practical Examples 

1.​ Family Leadership – Model God’s love through patience and forgiveness. 
○​ Example: Create a family tradition of praying together before meals or decisions. 

2.​ Workplace Influence – Demonstrate Christ’s Lordship by maintaining integrity under pressure. 
○​ Example: Refuse to compromise your values, even when it’s difficult. 

3.​ Community Engagement – Seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance when serving others. 
○​ Example: Pray for discernment before volunteering for a new initiative. 
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Key Takeaways 

●​ Kingdom leadership is rooted in the love of the Father, the Lordship of Christ, and the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. 

●​ Building on God’s principles creates a leadership foundation that endures challenges. 
●​ Accountability and reliance on God’s Word are essential to sustaining Kingdom leadership. 

 

Practical Action Plan 

●​ Action Step 1: Identify one area where you can better reflect the love of the Father in your 
leadership.​

 
●​ Action Step 2: Commit a current decision or challenge to Christ’s Lordship through prayer.​

 
●​ Action Step 3: Ask the Holy Spirit for guidance in a specific leadership scenario this week.​

 

 

Prayer to Close the Chapter 

Lord, thank You for being the foundation of my leadership. Help me to lead with the love of the Father, submit 
fully to the Lordship of Christ, and rely on the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Strengthen my foundation so that I 
may lead in a way that glorifies You. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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Chapter 5: The Art of Leading Others 

"Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not be terrified nor dismayed, for the Lord your 
God is with you wherever you go." (Joshua 1:9) 

Change is inevitable in leadership, but how we navigate it determines whether it becomes an obstacle or an 
opportunity. Kingdom leaders are called to guide their people through transitions with faith, wisdom, and 
compassion, reflecting the stability of God’s promises even in uncertain times. 

 

Understanding the Dynamics of Change 

Change often brings discomfort, resistance, and uncertainty, but it also creates opportunities for growth and 
innovation. As leaders, it is our responsibility to: 

●​ Anticipate Change: Stay vigilant and prayerful, asking God for wisdom to foresee shifts and 
prepare accordingly. 

●​ Communicate Effectively: Keep your team informed with clarity and transparency to build trust 
during transitions. 

●​ Model Resilience: Demonstrate courage and faith, showing others that challenges can lead to 
transformation. 

Example in Communication: 

During a church restructuring, I held weekly meetings to share updates, provide encouragement, and answer 
questions. This open dialogue reassured the congregation and encouraged unity. 

Trust is the currency of leadership. When trust is undermined through unresolved conflict, past failures, or a 
lack of healthy transparency, mistrust can easily grow. In times of transition, it is necessary to strengthen 
relationships by allowing open dialogue. Leaders should encourage those they guide to share their concerns 
freely, addressing them with honesty, humility, and without defensiveness or retribution. 

 

22 



 

Biblical Examples of Leadership Through Change 

●​ Moses: Led the Israelites out of Egypt, navigating resistance and fear while trusting God’s plan 
(Exodus 14:13-14). 

●​ Nehemiah: Rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem, inspiring people to overcome obstacles through unity 
and prayer (Nehemiah 4:14). 

●​ Jesus: Prepared His disciples for His departure, guiding them to carry on His mission with the 
promise of the Holy Spirit (John 14:26). 

These examples remind us that God’s presence is constant, even during seasons of upheaval. How might 
these lessons inspire your current leadership challenges? 

 

Reflection Questions 

Change often requires leaders to examine their own reactions and adapt to new challenges. Use these 
prompts to reflect: 

1.​ How do you typically respond to change in your leadership roles?​

 
2.​ What steps can you take to better prepare for and lead through change?​

 
3.​ How can you reassure and inspire others during times of uncertainty?​

 

 

Practical Examples 

●​ Family Leadership: Lead your family through transitions (e.g., a move or a new job) with open 
communication and shared prayer. 

○​ Example: Hold a family meeting to discuss upcoming changes, inviting everyone to share 
their feelings. 
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●​ Workplace Influence: Guide your team through organizational shifts by fostering collaboration 
and adaptability. 

○​ Example: Organize a brainstorming session to address challenges and find creative solutions 
together. 

●​ Church Leadership: Navigate changes in ministry by fostering a spirit of unity and seeking God’s 
direction. 

○​ Example: During a change in church leadership, organize prayer gatherings and 
communicate the vision to the congregation to encourage trust and alignment. 

●​ Community Engagement: Support your community during collective changes (e.g., new leadership 
or initiatives). 

○​ Example: Volunteer to lead a transition committee or provide encouragement during 
uncertain times. 

 

Key Takeaways 

●​ Change is an opportunity for growth and a reflection of God’s faithfulness. 
●​ Effective communication and resilience are essential during transitions. 
●​ Kingdom leaders rely on God’s presence to navigate uncertainty with confidence. 

 

Practical Action Plan 

●​ Action Step 1: Identify a current or upcoming change in your life or leadership role. Write down 
three ways you can prepare for it with God’s guidance.​

 
●​ Action Step 2: Develop a communication plan to keep those you lead informed and reassured.​

 
●​ Action Step 3: Reflect on a time when God guided you through change. How can that experience 

inspire confidence in your current situation?​
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Prayer to Close the Chapter 

Lord, thank You for being my anchor in times of change. Help me to trust in Your plan and lead others with 
faith and courage. Grant me the wisdom to navigate transitions and the compassion to support those I lead. 
Thank You for the lessons You have taught me through past challenges. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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Chapter 6: Visionary Leadership 

"Where there is no vision, the people are unrestrained, But happy is one who keeps the Law." (Proverbs 29:18) 

Visionary leadership is about seeing beyond the present and stepping into the future with faith and clarity. A 
Kingdom leader does not merely react to circumstances but actively seeks God’s blueprint to guide their 
decisions and inspire those they lead. Visionary leaders align their actions with God’s purposes, crafting a 
path toward meaningful and lasting impact. 

 

The Importance of Vision 

Vision is the foundation for purposeful leadership. It clarifies direction, motivates action, and unifies teams. 
Without vision, leadership lacks focus, and those being led may lose purpose and momentum. 

Example in Leadership: 

A church leader with a vision for community outreach launched a food pantry, uniting the congregation in 
prayer, resources, and service. This clarity of purpose not only addressed a pressing need but also 
strengthened the church’s sense of mission. 

About ten years into my pastoral season, I had a strong and compelling revelation of the importance of 
discipleship and training leaders in our church. I knew that many of the challenges we were facing were 
directly the result of inadequate leadership development priorities. However, my schedule was already filled 
with Sunday preparation, administrative tasks, and general pastoral duties. 

The first step in bringing change to my ministry schedule and the priorities of my staff and volunteer leaders 
was vision. We needed a fresh paradigm for ministry. This began with a reexamination of the life and 
ministry of Jesus, who spent the majority of His time training a small group to carry on His mission. My 
team and I studied Scripture and came to a strong conviction to return to Jesus’ model of discipleship. Next, 
we reverse-engineered this vision into a set of goals to guide us forward. Eventually, 50% of my work hours 
were dedicated to developing people and training new leaders. This shift revolutionized our church and 
continues to be a key focus in my teaching today. 

Key Elements of Visionary Leadership: 

●​ Clarity: A clear vision provides a roadmap for the journey ahead. 
●​ Alignment: A God-inspired vision aligns with His Word and purposes. 
●​ Inspiration: Vision inspires others to join in the mission, fostering unity and passion. 
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Biblical Examples of Visionary Leadership 

●​ Joseph: His God-given dreams guided him through betrayal and hardship, ultimately positioning 
him to save many lives (Genesis 41:39-40). Joseph’s ability to interpret dreams and strategize 
solutions ensured Egypt’s survival during famine. 

●​ Nehemiah: With a clear vision to rebuild Jerusalem’s walls, Nehemiah rallied others to accomplish a 
seemingly impossible task (Nehemiah 2:17-18). Despite opposition, he inspired unity and 
perseverance among the people. 

●​ Paul: His vision to spread the Gospel drove his missionary journeys, overcoming incredible 
challenges to plant churches and inspire believers (Acts 16:9-10). Paul’s determination and 
adaptability helped him navigate cultural barriers and opposition to fulfill his mission.​
 

These biblical leaders demonstrate how vision provides direction, strengthens perseverance, and unites 
people in accomplishing God’s purpose. 

 

Reflection Questions 

Reflecting on God’s purpose for your life and leadership, consider these questions: 

1.​ What vision has God placed on your heart for your leadership?

​
 

2.​ How does your vision align with God’s Word and purposes?

​
 

3.​ What steps can you take to clarify and communicate your vision effectively?

​
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Practical Examples 

●​ Church Leadership: Casting a vision for a new outreach program.​
 Example: Share the mission and potential impact with the congregation, inviting them to participate 
and pray. 

●​ Family Leadership: Creating a vision for family growth and unity.​
 Example: Plan intentional family activities to build stronger relationships and spiritual 
foundations. 

●​ Workplace Leadership: Developing a vision for organizational growth or a new initiative.​
 Example: Present a detailed proposal outlining goals, strategies, and the benefits of pursuing the 
initiative. 

●​ Community Leadership: Inspiring neighbors to come together for a local improvement project.​
 Example: Organize a neighborhood cleanup or event, sharing a vision of creating a stronger, more 
connected community.​
 

 

Key Takeaways 

1.​ Vision is essential for purposeful and impactful leadership. 
2.​ A God-inspired vision provides clarity, alignment, and inspiration. 
3.​ Visionary leaders actively seek and communicate God’s direction to unify and empower those 

they lead. 

 

Practical Action Plan 

●​ Action Step 1: Spend time in prayer, asking God to reveal or refine the vision He has for your 
leadership.

​
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●​ Action Step 2: Write down your vision, ensuring it aligns with biblical principles and God’s 
purposes.

 
●​ Action Step 3: Share your vision with a trusted mentor or team for feedback and encouragement.

 

 

Prayer to Close the Chapter 

Lord, thank You for the gift of vision. Help me to seek Your direction and align my leadership with Your 
purposes. Grant me clarity to see the path ahead, courage to pursue it, and wisdom to inspire others to join in 
Your mission. Strengthen me to overcome challenges and remain steadfast in fulfilling Your call. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 
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Chapter 7: Mission-Driven Leadership 

"and let’s consider how to encourage one another in love and good deeds," (Hebrews 10:24) 

Leadership extends beyond individual effort—it’s about fostering a culture where others are empowered to 
lead and thrive. Kingdom leaders understand that their role is not only to guide but to cultivate an 
environment where leadership is multiplied and rooted in biblical values. 

 

What is a Leadership Culture? 

A leadership culture is an ecosystem where leadership principles, practices, and values are modeled, 
multiplied, sustained and permeate every level of a group or organization. It goes beyond the influence of 
one individual and becomes the shared ethos that shapes how decisions are made, how people grow, and how 
missions are fulfilled. 

As we began to prioritize discipleship and leadership development in the church we started in San Francisco, 
a beautiful change took place in its culture. The vision was this: “Everyone is a mentor, and everyone has a 
mentor.” This emphasis began to take root, and the results were profound. 

●​ People started to value their personal growth and development in knowledge, character, and 
ministry skills. 

●​ They reached out to mentors who could guide them in their developmental process. 
●​ At the same time, they mentored others, reinforcing their own learning while helping others grow. 
●​ This not only gave them the reward of influencing others in a positive direction but also helped 

to anchor the truths they were learning from others as they were mentoring. 

The overall impact was that our church became known as a place where individuals could discover their 
personal calling and destiny while receiving real coaching and support. The result was an increase in new 
members and an expanding influence throughout San Francisco. 

Key Characteristics of a Leadership Culture: 

●​ Shared Vision: A common understanding of the group’s purpose and goals. 
●​ Empowerment: Equipping others with the tools, resources, and confidence to lead. 
●​ Accountability: Encouraging personal and collective responsibility to uphold values and achieve 

goals. 
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Biblical Examples of Leadership Cultures 

●​ Moses and the Elders: When Moses felt overwhelmed by leading Israel, God instructed him to 
appoint elders who could share the burden of leadership (Numbers 11:16-17). This distributed 
leadership ensured sustainability and effectiveness. 

○​ Outcome: The shared responsibilities lightened Moses’s load and empowered others to lead 
effectively. 

●​ Jesus and the Disciples: Jesus modeled servant leadership and empowered His disciples to continue 
His mission, creating a culture of multiplication (Luke 10:1-2). 

○​ Outcome: The disciples, equipped by Jesus, established the early church and spread the 
Gospel worldwide. 

●​ The Early Church: The apostles cultivated a culture where believers were encouraged to use their 
gifts, share resources, and work together to spread the Gospel (Acts 4:32-35). 

○​ Outcome: This culture of generosity and collaboration strengthened the church’s impact 
and unity. 

 

Reflection Questions 

●​ How would you describe the leadership culture in your organization, family, or community?

 
●​ How can you contribute to building a culture of leadership where others are empowered?

 
●​ What practical steps can you take to foster shared vision, empowerment, and accountability?
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Practical Examples 

●​ Church Leadership: Create leadership training programs for ministry leaders. 
○​ Example: Develop a mentorship initiative where seasoned leaders guide emerging ones. 

●​ Family Leadership: Foster an environment where each family member takes on responsibilities. 
○​ Example: Establish regular family meetings to discuss goals and distribute tasks. 

●​ Community Leadership: Encourage collaboration and shared leadership in community projects. 
○​ Example: Organize a committee to oversee a neighborhood improvement initiative. 

 

Key Takeaways 

●​ A leadership culture multiplies influence by empowering others to lead. 
●​ Shared vision, empowerment, and accountability are foundational to a healthy leadership culture. 
●​ Kingdom leaders model and instill biblical values to create lasting impact. 

 

Practical Action Plan 

●​ Action Step 1: Evaluate the current leadership culture in your sphere of influence. Identify 
strengths and areas for improvement.

 
●​ Action Step 2: Create a plan to empower at least one other person to take on a leadership role.

 
●​ Action Step 3: Develop a system of accountability to ensure shared vision and progress toward 

goals.

​
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Prayer to Close the Chapter 

Lord, thank You for the opportunity to build a culture of leadership. Help me to lead by example, inspire 
others to grow, and create an environment where Your values thrive. Teach me to empower others, steward the 
gifts You’ve given us, and navigate challenges with wisdom and grace. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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Chapter 8: Building a Leadership Culture 

"The things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful people 
who will be able to teach others also." (2 Timothy 2:2) 

True leadership doesn’t end with one person—it is about creating a lasting impact by empowering others to 
carry on the mission. However, leadership legacy is not just about mentoring others; it is about the lifestyle 
you embody.​
Your habits, values, and priorities shape the culture you build around you. Just as Jesus spent most of His 
time mentoring His disciples through daily life, effective leaders create a legacy not just by what they 
teach, but by how they live. 

 

The Pillars of a Leadership Legacy 

A leadership legacy is built on intentionality, faithfulness, and a commitment to multiplication. Consider 
these key pillars: 

●​ Personal Integrity & Values → Your leadership legacy starts with who you are in private. 
●​ Establishing Priorities → Values must be translated into daily decisions and leadership priorities. 
●​ Turning Priorities into Practices → The consistency of your practices determines the strength of 

your leadership culture. 
●​ Multiplication through Culture → A leader’s legacy is sustained when leadership values are 

ingrained into the community. 

 

Biblical Examples of Leadership Legacy 

●​ Moses and Joshua: Moses mentored Joshua to lead Israel into the Promised Land, ensuring the 
continuity of God’s mission (Deuteronomy 34:9). 

○​ Outcome: The shared responsibilities lightened Moses’s load and empowered others to lead 
effectively. 

○​ Just as Moses shared leadership to prevent burnout, Jesus exemplified this principle by investing 
deeply in His disciples… 

●​ Jesus and the Disciples: Jesus prepared His disciples through teaching, mentorship, and the promise 
of the Holy Spirit, enabling them to spread the Gospel worldwide (Matthew 28:19-20). 

○​ Outcome: Jesus’s leadership created a movement that has lasted for generations, carried 
forward by His disciples and the Church. 
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●​ Paul and Timothy: Paul poured into Timothy, equipping him to lead and teach others (2 Timothy 
1:5-7). 

○​ Outcome: Paul’s mentorship gave Timothy the confidence and skills to lead the early church 
with strength. 

○​ Likewise, the Early Church carried on this model of shared leadership, reinforcing a culture of 
generosity and empowerment... 

Each of these leaders invested in others to ensure that the mission continued beyond their own lifetime. Their 
example calls Kingdom leaders to do the same by training and equipping the next generation. 

 

Real-Life Application 

Early in my leadership, I struggled with morning disciplines and setting my priorities. But over time, I 
developed a structured morning routine that involved prayer, scripture, and reflection. This shift 
changed not only my spiritual life but also my leadership approach. When I began mentoring others, I 
didn’t just teach leadership principles; I modeled a leadership lifestyle they could follow. 

 

Reflection Questions 

Reflecting on your leadership journey is essential for identifying areas where your influence can extend 
beyond yourself. Use these questions to evaluate your legacy: 

1.​ Who has influenced your leadership journey, and how have they shaped your approach?

 
2.​ How are you currently investing in others to sustain a leadership legacy?​

 
3.​ What steps can you take to create a multiplication effect in your leadership?​
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Practical Examples 

●​ Church Leadership: Establish a mentorship program that pairs seasoned leaders with emerging 
ones. 

○​ Example: Monthly one-on-one mentoring meetings to discuss spiritual growth, leadership 
challenges, and practical skills. 

●​ Family Leadership: Pass on values and principles to the next generation by instilling spiritual 
disciplines and meaningful traditions. 

○​ Example: A family committed to weekly “Family Discipleship Nights” where they: read and 
discuss Bible stories relevant to daily life, shared testimonies of how God had worked in 
their week, and practiced servant leadership by planning acts of kindness together. 

●​ Community Leadership: Encourage collaboration and shared responsibility in local initiatives to 
ensure ongoing leadership and involvement. 

○​ Example: A group of local church leaders and volunteers formed a Community Impact 
Coalition to address pressing neighborhood needs. Their initiatives included: neighborhood 
prayer walks, skill-sharing workshops, and a community clean-up & outreach event. 

 

Key Takeaways 

1.​ Sustaining a legacy of leadership requires intentional investment in others. 
2.​ Mentorship, succession planning, and multiplication are critical for lasting influence. 
3.​ A Kingdom leader’s ultimate goal is to empower others to carry out God’s mission. 

 

Practical Action Plan 

1.​ Identify Three Potential Mentees: Reflect on individuals in your circle who could benefit from 
mentorship.

​
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2.​ Develop a Succession Plan: Outline key responsibilities and identify who could take on each role.​

​
 

3.​ Encourage Multiplication in Mentorship: Guide your mentees to identify others they can mentor. 
Encourage them to document their mentorship journeys, highlighting successes and lessons learned 
to inspire others.

 

 

Conclusion: Living Your Legacy 

If you want to build a leadership legacy, start with yourself. Your daily habits, values, and priorities 
create the culture that will remain long after you.​
Ask yourself: What habits am I passing on? What lifestyle am I modeling for those I mentor?​
A leader’s true legacy is not just in what they teach, but in how they live. 

Prayer to Close the Chapter 

Lord, thank You for the leaders who have invested in me and shaped my journey. Help me to faithfully invest 
in others, building a legacy that honors You and advances Your Kingdom. Grant me the wisdom to mentor, 
equip, and empower others to lead with faith and courage. May the work we do now inspire future generations 
to carry out Your mission. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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Chapter 9: Carrying the Mantle of Kingdom Leadership 

"Let’s not become discouraged in doing good, for in due time we will reap, if we do not become weary." 
(Galatians 6:9) 

As you reach the culmination of this journey through the foundations of Kingdom leadership book, take a 
moment to reflect on all that has been revealed, challenged, and imparted to you. Leadership in the Kingdom 
is not merely about titles or positions; it is a continuous journey of growth, sacrifice, and impact. This book 
has equipped you with the spiritual, practical, and relational tools necessary to sustain and expand your 
influence. More than that, it is a call to steward your leadership with faithfulness, humility, and courage. 

 

Key Themes to Carry Forward 

●​ Identity in Christ: Leadership begins with who you are in Christ. As emphasized throughout this 
book, your leadership flows from your understanding of your God-given identity. You are not 
defined by past failures or external expectations, but by the truth of who God says you are. When 
you operate from the security of your identity in Christ, you lead with authenticity and unwavering 
confidence. 

●​ The Heart of Servant Leadership: Jesus redefined leadership by modeling servanthood. True 
Kingdom leaders do not seek power for personal gain but prioritize serving others. As seen in John 
13, Jesus washed the feet of his disciples, illustrating that leadership is rooted in humility, not 
dominance. Let your leadership reflect His example, seeking to uplift and empower those you serve. 

●​ The Power of Vision: A clear, God-inspired vision is essential for effective leadership. Throughout 
this course, we explored the necessity of vision—not just for personal direction, but for mobilizing 
and inspiring others. Vision requires faith to see beyond present circumstances and courage to take 
steps toward a future shaped by God’s Kingdom. 

●​ Multiplication through Mentorship: Leadership is not about control but about empowering 
others to rise. Jesus invested deeply in His disciples, equipping them to carry forth the mission. Your 
legacy as a leader will be measured not just by what you accomplish but by how well you equip 
others to lead. Invest in mentorship and discipleship, ensuring the next generation of leaders carries 
the torch forward. 

●​ The Strength to Lead Through Change: Change is inevitable, but Kingdom leaders do not lead by 
their own strength alone. As we’ve explored, the Holy Spirit empowers us to navigate transitions 
with wisdom, resilience, and grace. The world around us is constantly shifting, but when we are 
anchored in God’s truth and Spirit, we can lead with confidence regardless of external uncertainties.​
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Reflection on Your Journey 

Take some time to evaluate your growth and clarify your next steps. Consider these prompts as you reflect: 

1.​ What has been the most impactful lesson from this book?​

 
2.​ How have you grown as a leader during this journey?​

 
3.​ What steps will you take to apply these principles in your leadership roles?​

 

 

Encouragement for the Road Ahead 

Leadership is a journey marked by both triumphs and trials. There will be moments of doubt, opposition, 
and even failure, but these challenges present opportunities for growth. 

Throughout Scripture, we see leaders who faced insurmountable odds—Moses, Esther, Nehemiah, 
Paul—but each overcame by relying on God's strength. They were not chosen because they were the most 
qualified but because they were willing to trust and obey. Remember, God does not call the equipped; He 
equips the called. 

You are not leading alone. The same God who guided these leaders is with you, empowering and equipping 
you for every good work. Your leadership, no matter how small it may seem, has the potential to create a 
ripple effect that impacts eternity. Trust God to work through you as you step into the opportunities He 
places before you.  
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A Final Prayer 

Lord, thank You for the calling to lead and serve in Your Kingdom. I commit to walking this journey with 
faith, humility, and courage. Strengthen me to face challenges, empower me to inspire others, and guide me as 
I steward the influence You have entrusted to me. May my leadership bring glory to Your name and extend 
Your love to those I lead. Thank You for the opportunity to partner with You in building Your Kingdom. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

Next Steps 

●​ Review Your Leadership Goals: Revisit the action plans and reflection exercises from each chapter. 
Identify areas of growth and note any challenges. Set up regular check-ins—monthly or 
quarterly—to stay aligned with your leadership journey. 

●​ Seek Accountability: Leadership is not meant to be walked alone. Surround yourself with mentors, 
peers, and trusted advisors who can pray with you, encourage you, and hold you accountable. 

●​ Embrace Lifelong Learning: Leadership development is ongoing. Continue seeking wisdom 
through books, courses, conferences, and, most importantly, Scripture. Stay teachable and remain 
open to the Holy Spirit’s guidance. 

 

Final Charge 

As you step forward, remember the words of Jesus: "You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill 
cannot be hidden." (Matthew 5:14). Shine brightly in your leadership, reflecting God’s love, truth, and grace 
to those you serve. Trust that He will use your faithfulness to accomplish far more than you could ever 
imagine. This is your time to step forward—lead with boldness, serve with humility, and trust that God will 
use your faithfulness for His glory. 
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